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: American Beet Sugar Company (1900-1978)

: National Sugar Manufacturing Company (1900-1967)
: American Beet Sugar Company (1905-1913)

: Holly Sugar Company (1905-1913)

: Holly Sugar Company (1906-1958)

: United States Sugar and Land Company (1906-1955)
: American Beet Sugar Company (1907-1921)
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Volga Germans and the Beet Sugar Industry in Southwestern Kansas, USA

YAGASAKI Noritaka

The cultivation of sugar beets and the manufacture of beet sugar played an important role in de-
veloping the American West from the late nineteenth century through the mid-twentieth century.
Capital, technology, labor, and sugar beets were all introduced to the semi-arid region of the Arkansas
valley, which was one of the centers of beet sugar production. This study scrutinized the develop-
ment of the beet sugar industry in and around Garden City, Finney County, in southwestern Kansas.
Following a few years of successful experimental cultivation of sugar beets, the United States Sugar
and Land Company was organized, and the company constructed a sugar factory in 1906 to launch
the first campaign in the month of November of the same year. The company owned vast farmland to
supply sugar beets for processing at the Garden City plant, while also operating a railroad line that
facilitated the transport of sugar beets, as well as irrigation canals and a power plant. Intensive culti-
vation of sugar beets attracted Germans from Russia, who began to migrate from the Volga regions
to the Americas in the late nineteenth century. Volga Germans settled as tenant farmers in the sugar
company’s fields and houses for growing sugar beets. The population characteristics of Volga Germans
and the nature of their ethnic community were examined in detail using federal population census
schedules of 1900, 1910, and 1920, with particular focus on Sherlock Township in Finney County,
where the Volga German population was concentrated. Volga Germans were successful tenant farmers
who maintained their ethnic community in rural areas, thereby forming a cultural island. However,
Garden City’s sugar factory was closed in 1955, reflecting the decline of the sugar industry in the
Arkansas valley. Consequently, the community of Volga Germans ceased to exist, as many members
of the ethnic group left the area to find new employment opportunities. Thereafter, the existence of
the beet sugar industry in southwestern Kansas and the community of Volga Germans were forgotten
within the pages of history.

Key words: Sugar industry, sugar beet, Great Plains, Volga Germans, immigration



