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Reconsidering the Changes of Location and Town Planning of the Capital of

Myeongju Province under Shilla Rule

TODOROKI Hiroshi

The aim of this study was to take the first step in examining the changes in location of the Shilla
Dynasty’s major cities known as the “9 States and 5 Distant Capitals.” It approaches the project
through a case study on Myeongju, located today in Gangneung City, Gangwon Province, South
Korea.

The first stage in the project was to determine the shape of Yeguk Goseong Town Wall, which is
believed to be the product of Yeguk, a small state that occupied the East Coast region of the Korean
Peninsula before its occupation by Shilla. The shape of the wall was reconstructed using land regis-
tration maps. While earlier researchers had undertaken a similar project, their righting figure ap-
peared to have a fundamental error showing Yeguk Goseong Town Wall with a much broader
territory that almost included Gangneung Eupseong Town Wall, constructed during the Goryeo Dy-
nasty. Thus, this project undertook a re-evaluation of the data.

Next the study attempted to determine the town plan of the inside of Yeguk Goseong Town Wall.
Extant grid land subdivision information came from land registration maps and 1:10,000 topographi-
cal maps, which also showed most of Shilla’s local cities such as Muju (Gwangju), Sangju, Namwon,
and Gangju (Jinju). From the province’s central office, the main street was determined to have faced
northeast toward the eastern seashore where it could connect with Shilla’s capital (Wanggyeong) via
the sea route. Part of Yeguk Goseong Town Wall, then, was not straight but curved to include at least
two temple sites outside of the grid blocks. Thus, Yeguk Goseong Town Wall seems to have been
constructed after the completion of the grid-shaped town plan.

Then, the change in location of the town of Myeongju was examined. In the 4th to 5th centuries, it
was located at the eastern seashore, likely near the Gangmun Dong Fortress. It was moved inward,
to an area like Chodang Dong from the 6th to mid-7th century. It moved again to the Yeguk Goseong
area after the distant capital of Buksogyeong was established in the mid-7th century, and the town
wall was later constructed to reinforce its defenses against northern threats such as the Goguryo or
Mohe (Malgal). The Myeongju Mountain Fortress was also constructed in this period for emergency
defense, after which it came to be considered the main provincial seat, particularly following the es-
cape of the Kim Juwon royal family from Wanggyeong, who became the rulers of Myeongju, until the
end of the Shilla era.

Thus, Myeongju’s center moved from the coastal area to the inner valley gradually, as Shilla’s
reign become more and more concrete. It seems that such a pattern of movement may have meant
to unify Shilla’s regional centers (Ju Chi) and distant capitals (So Gyeong). Finally, the aim of this
project is apply the results of this case study to its wider hypothesis, and prove how common this
phenomenon was during the period.

Key words: Shilla Dynasty, Gangneung City, Myeongju provincial capital, Yeguk Goseong Town Wall,
Grid land subdivision.



