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The Management of Kashizashiki and the Selling of

Prostitutes in Yonezawa in the Early Meiji Period

KATO Harumi

This paper clarifies the formation of the red-light district and the existence of a brothel called
‘Kashizashiki’ in Yonezawa city, Yamagata Prefecture in the early Meiji era. Modern Japan has a sys-
tem of state-regulated prostitution and allows prostitution in officially recognized brothels called
Kashizashiki. Yonezawa was developed as a castle town of the Yonezawa feudal clan, and is a local
city that formed its red-light district based on the system of modern state-regulated prostitution.

In the Edo period, no red-light district was officially licensed in this region. Kashizashiki was rec-
ognized officially for the first time in 1873, and Fukuda red light district was built in 1886. It is as-
sumed that there were approximately 25 Kashizashikis in Yonezawa around 1877.

Before the establishment of Fukuda red light district, most of these Kashizashiki were scattered in
the old merchant town in the city area. This form was different from the red-light district that isolat-
ed Kashizashikis in a penumbra of the city.

Kashizashiki had been thought of as a big, new business opportunity generated by modernization.
Most managers of Kashizashiki were newcomers from other industries, such as the warrior classes.
Since government control of the red-light district was weak, Kashizashiki appeared everywhere in
the city.

One Kashizashiki, Azuma-ro in Kawaikouji, was run by Soshichi Inada. Most customers of Azuma-ro
were merchants, craftsmen, and lower warrior classes of Yonezawa. Many employees who worked as
prostitutes in Azuma-ro were born in Niigata. And many of them also worked in other cities such as
Yamagata. Brokers procured, acted as guarantors and facilitated the movement of prostitutes to Ni-
igata and Yonezawa, as well as investing in Kashizashiki. The management of Azuma-ro is thought to
be enabled by the support of people having knowledge and a network of the prostitution business.

Key words: Yonezawa, red-light district, Kashizashiki, frequenter, prostitute



