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The Modern Bisai Textile Industry Area as Seen from a Cooperative Cooking and

Collective Meals Perspective: An Analysis of the Okoshi Cooperative Cooking Union

YUZAWA Noriko

In this paper, first, I want to analyze the Okoshi cooperative cooking union that was established
cooperatively by small-and medium-sized factories. Then, I will explain the progress of the Bisai tex-
tile industry region in modern times. Finally, to understand daily lives, for example, meals provided
in factories, I aim to explain the history of modern Japan. The contents are summarized below.

Collective meals began in modern times. For example, they first began in the army. Then, meals in
factories appeared in society for industrialization progress. Therefore, cooperative cooking union
plants were localized in regions that are included factories. The following three developments to help
industrial production were observed. First, the establishment of nutritional meals at factories; sec-
ond, the rule of the Factory Law and police involvement intensified; and third, the development of la-
bor management. In this paper I pay attention to the Okoshi cooperative cooking union of Aichi
Prefecture, which was founded by textile manufacturers in 1918. The results of analysis of the menu
and goods purchased reveal an increase in demand for food, and the rationalization of collective
meals. It was brought about by the Bisai textile industry and its mechanization, and a large influx of
female operatives. In this way, the role of cooperative cooking, which supported the progress of the
textile industry which required a large labor force was extremely significant.

The process of textile production changing from a “cottage industry” to a “factory with industrial
machinery system,” not just a change of mere production format, also meant changes to daily lives.
In addition, workers who gathered in factory areas were not only producers, but became leaders of
new consumers market. Thus, I think I can describe it as follows. In the process of the formation of
a city, industrial, commercial, and agricultural industries connected with each other as a whole, and
formed industrial areas of modern times.

Key words: Cooperative cooking union, collective meals, Bisai textile industry, modern times



