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The Genealogy of Creativity of Local Associations: The Case of the Cherry Blossom of

Jinroku and the Kutsunuma Morning Market of Koshu City in Yamanashi Prefecture

YUZAWA Noriko

Koshu City in Yamanashi Prefecture has tourism resources such as the Jinroku cherry blossom and
the Katsunuma morning market. However, rather than for tourism, these were initially developed for
the local residents. In other words, these were the foundation for the life of the residents them-
selves. In this paper, we show that these are important elements of the “local resources” and define
the act of making a foundation for living as “creativity of local associations”. The purpose of this pa-
per is to reveal this history. The case study area is Koshu City in Yamanashi Prefecture. The results
are summarized in the following two points.

The first point is that there is an historical connection between the cherry blossom of Jinroku and
the Katsunuma Morning Market. Youth associations of the Meiji and Taisho period were reorganized
into a “Jinroku associations” after the Second World War. They were leaders of the region. Initially,
they began to clean the front of the Katsunuma station. Its core activity was a planting of cherry
trees. They created a partnership in local region by tree planting. This activity continued for 30 years
but was subsequently dismantled. However then, members of the Jinroku association began a wider
activity. This activity evolved into the Katsunuma Morning Market, which also became the founda-
tion for people’s lives in the region. The connection of these two activities can be explained as the
genealogy of creativity of local associations.

The second point is that the regional conditions for these residents’ activities was creative. In Ya-
manashi Prefecture, the functional associations called “Kou” were historically abundant. When people
share the same purpose, they improvise some associations. In this way, each time the community
was altered, various associations were born in order to reconsider the foundation for local life. The
various activities of these small associations played an important role in creating a foundation for life
in the local area.

Key words: Creativity of Local Associations, Genealogy, Yamanashi Prefecture, Katsunuma,
Foundation of Livelihood



