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Permeation of the Cult of Dewa-Sanzan and Its Factors in the Boso Peninsula:

A Case Study of the Folk Religion in the Chosei Region

MIKI Kazuhiko

The examination of the folk religion in Japan is very important in considering the daily life and
mentality of the Japanese. This study takes up the cult of Dewa-Sanzan, sacred three mountains in
Dewa Province (currently Yamagata Prefecture). The cult spread in the Tohoku and Kanto districts
and was believed enthusiastically until recent years especially in the Boso peninsula (nowadays in
Chiba Prefecture). In this peninsula, there are many religious groups (ko) to worship Dewa-Sanzan.
Most of the groups consist of aged men, and often have a certain status in the local communities.

The Chosei region is situated in the mid-eastern part of the Boso peninsula. It has some historic
shrines and temples, and has grown economically from the Edo era, notably in fishery. In Ichinomiya
town in this region, there is the supreme shrine (Ichinomiya) of Kazusa Province, and the fete of this
shrine is an important event in the surrounding areas.

Many inhabitants in the Chosei region have belonged to the religious groups and pilgrimaged to
Dewa-Sanzan. They have worshipped regularly the deity of Dewa-Sanzan in their own village or
town, and have built many stone monuments of the cult. These religious groups have also played
some roles in such local events as the prevention of pest and the praying for rain. When a member of
the group died, the other members attended his funeral and held special rites for him.

This paper points out two factors in the permeation of the cult of Dewa-Sanzan in the Boso penin-
sula. Firstly, the cult of Kumano (Kumano-Sanzan in Kii Province, presently in Wakayama Prefecture)
had previously diffused to the Boso peninsula through marine traffic, and the cult of Dewa-Sanzan re-
placed it in the Edo era. Secondly, this peninsula has possessed a social structure divided by age
which is characteristic in fishing villages of southwestern Japan. This social structure has suited to
the religious groups of Dewa-Sanzan as an age group in the local communities.

Key words: Cult of Dewa-Sanzan, Boso Peninsula, Chosei Region, Religious group (ko),
Age Divided System



