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A Study of the Transportation of Agricultural Products by Railway in the Manchukuo Era
MIKI Masafumi

This paper examines the changes of the South Manchuria Railway by focusing on agricultural
products in the Manchukuo Era (1932-45) between the 1930s and 40s. In particular, it seeks to clari-
fy the relationship between the spatial relevance of the expansion of Japan’s area of control and
Japan’s establishment of Manchukuo.

Although the South Manchuria Railway Company had smoothly overcome slumping business from
its railway division, income from its wholly-owned lines was growing sluggishly and its railway divi-
sion was heavily dependent on commission lines incorporated from the Republic of China and USSR
by Manchukuo. The wholly-owned lines had much higher traffic volume than the commission lines in
the first half of the 1930s, but then the commission lines experienced growth of freight transport
from North Manchuria in the second half.

The South Manchuria Railway Company split up on a reciprocal basis the commission lines that
had been incorporated from the Republic of China at Mukden after they had been blown up in the
Manchurian Incident and then restored. It consolidated fares, fees, and timetables of both the wholly-
owned and commission lines. Its freight changed from specialized transportation of agricultural prod-
ucts, especially soybeans, and coal to a huge variety of mineral resources and wood. Although the
South Manchuria Railway freight business for agricultural products had depended on soybeans, soy-
bean production gradually declined after the 1930s. The results of this analysis are as follows:

1. Production of soybeans continued to stagnate while that of wheat increased during the Manchukuo
Era. Most cultivation areas expanded not only along the South Manchuria Railway lines in the 1920s
but also all over the Manchukuo area. However, no products were able to substitute for soybeans.

2. The author considers that the reduction of soybeans was a contributing factor to changes in freight
transport on the South Manchuria Railway. Freight transportation on commission lines had hardly
grown in traffic volume because wheat and kaoliang were hardly exported and transport was limited
to small areas.

3. Major agricultural products were mainly limited to their own provinces in 1941. Wheat that had
been produced mainly in Jiling, Longjiang, Beiang, Binjiang, Fengtian, and Siping Provinces was sent
to other provinces in comparatively large amounts.

4. Wheat had a low market value and its consumption was limited to its locality because it was pro-
duced in northern marginal parts and eastern regions in North Manchuria, where soybeans and
wheat competed against each other. Although the production of soybeans was limited to the southern
areas of the China Eastern Railway line, it continued to be requisitioned in spite of little popularity
for industry.

Agricultural production areas enlarged from South to North Manchuria, and the crops changed
from soybeans to wheat, Indian corn, kaoliang, and foxtail millet in the Manchukuo Era. However,
these products could not substitute for soybeans because they could not enter widespread circula-
tion.

Although the South Manchuria Railway Company adjusted the railway routes between its own
lines and commission lines to facilitate connections in Mukden, etc., the increased transport volume
of agricultural products by commission lines made little contribution because of the lack of long-dis-
tance transport via wholly-owned lines for the South Manchuria Railway.

Because most of the agricultural production which spread from South to North Manchuria was not
as profitable as soybeans, the South Manchuria Railway freight business was forced to depend heavily
on the transport of soybeans. The author considers that the tie-up of soybean products caused the
railway freight business to stagnate in Manchuria in the Manchukuo Era.

Key words: South Manchuria Railway, Manchukuo, agricultural products, soybeans, wheat



