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Establishment and Demise of the Nagoya Airfield in the Early Showa Period

KAWAKAMI Daisuke

Japanese regional air transportation in the early Showa period (1926-1945) was limited compared
to modern transportation, and subsequently, only some research has referred to it in studies on
transportation history. This paper uncovers the conditions of a local airport by focusing on Nagoya
Airfield, which operated from 1934 until 1945 and was a part of the early Japanese regional aviation
network. Nagoya Airfield located in the seaside district of Nagoya Port was one of the stops used by
airlines for flights on air routes connecting Tokyo and Dalian. Moreover, there were several services
for airfield users, such as rapid buses from central Nagoya and sightseeing flights. However, regular
flights from Nagoya were abolished after less than six years. This paper examines the reason why
this happened by comparing air and railway transportation from Nagoya to Tokyo and Osaka, and also
by analyzing the geographical location of Nagoya in the aviation network of Japan during this period.
It is revealed that railroads had an advantage because of the cost-efficient traveling times and fares.
In addition, the aim of the early Japanese aviation network was to connect the mainland of Japan and
the colonies, which included Taiwan, Korea, and a section of north-east China, with a form of rapid
transportation. In this sense, Nagoya did not have an advantage compared to cities like Fukuoka,
which were closer to these colonies.

Key words: Nagoya Airfield, Japan Air Transport, Greater Japan Airlines,
geography of air transportation, Nagoya Port





