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U. S. Department of Agriculture, Community Stabilization Service, Beet Sugar Factories of the United States, U. S. Department of
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CSMC: Colorado Sugar Manufacturing Company, WSLC: Western Sugar and Land Company, GWSL: Great Western Sugar
Company of Loveland, GSC: Greeley Sugar Company, ESC: Eaton Sugar Company, FCSMC: Fort Collins Sugar Manufacturing
Company, WSC: Windsor Sugar Company, LBSC: Longmont Beet Sugar Company, SSC: Sterling Sugar Company, GWSC:
Great Western Sugar Company, WSC: Western Sugar Company (Tate & Lyle), WSCOOP: Western Sugar Cooperative

United States Department of Agriculture, Community Stabilization Service, Beet Sugar Factories of the United States, United
States Department of Agriculture, 1961; Hamilton, C., Footprints in the Sugar: A History of the Great Western Sugar Company,
Hamilton Bates Publishers, 2009 72 12 & 0 1Ei%,
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ATSF: Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe
CBQ: Chicago, Burlington, & Quincy
CRP: Chicago, Rock Island, & Pacific
CM: Colorado Midland
GW: Great Western
MR: Moffat Road

CS: Colorado & Southern
MP: Missouri Pacific
UP: Union Pacific
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Noel, T. J., Mahoney, P. E, and Stevens, R. E., Historical Atlas of Colorado, University of Oklahoma Press, 1994; Morgan,
G., Sugar Tramp: Colorado’s Great Western Railway, Centennial Publications,1975 12 & 0 fEjZ.
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Beet-Sugar Industry at the South Platte River Basin of Colorado, USA

YAGASAKI Noritaka

Colorado emerged as the major beet-sugar producing state at the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury. Geographical understanding of the beet-sugar industry in the American West may be attained
by analyzing the new industry locally, as well as nationally and globally. Geographical studies on sugar
and sugar-producing regions should pay attention to four elements, namely the capital, sugar facto-
ries, raw materials (sugar beets), and farm laborers. This study attempts to examine the develop-
ment process of the sugar industry of northeastern Colorado at the South Platte River Basin from
the late nineteenth century until the end of the 1920s. Although sugar beets were first introduced to
Colorado as animal feed, farmers started to pay attention to the irrigation crop at approximately the
turn of the century. The capital that had been accumulated in the local mining industry was invested
in the beet-sugar industry, where a German immigrant businessman played an important role in
forming it. A German-American capitalist, who controlled the sugar-refining industry in the eastern
seaboard, also contributed to the growth of the industry. The Great Western Sugar Company, the
only sugar company in northeastern Colorado, established 13 sugar factories and dominated the local
economy. Germans from Russia, mainly Volga Germans, played an important role in supplying sugar
beets, first as farm laborers and then as independent farmers. Japanese immigrants also contributed
to the production of sugar beets as farm laborers and then as tenant farmers. An analysis of sugar-
beet production contracts between the Great Western Sugar Company and local growers reveals the
characteristics of beet-sugar regions in the early decades of the twentieth century. The sugar indus-
try in the American West may be understood well by comparing the case of northeastern Colorado
with cases in Utah, Idaho, and California.

Key words: Sugar industry, sugar beet, immigrant, Colorado, Germans from Russia,
Japanese immigrants





