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Relationship between Editing “The Photo Album by the Shimane Prefectural

Government” and a Royal Visit around San’in Region in 1907

MIKI Masafumi

This paper clarifies how prefectural governments established photo albums by considering the ad-
ministrative documents related to “The Photo Album by the Shimane Prefectural Government™ as a
pioneering work in Japan. The main findings are as follows.

1. A royal tour of the San’in region encompassing Tottori, Shimane and Yamaguchi prefectures on the
coast of the Japan Sea in 1907 was one of the earliest formal visits by Prince Yoshihito taken over
from Emperor Mutsuhito. As its aims included not just geographical tours and historical inspec-
tions but also prefectural administrative duties, the Shimane prefectural government edited and
published a photo album about the region as a commemoration of the royal visit.

2. The Shimane prefectural government enlisted the services of Sakae Sekiguchi, a business operator
in Tokyo who dealt in photo albums and picture postcards. He edited their photo albums and pub-
lished them on the model of an engraving book titled “Kozan Kyosui”, which was published by the
Yamanashi prefectural government in 1906.

3. After the Shimane prefectural government collected photographs related to each place of interest
in its prefecture using similar cost-saving measures as Nara and Miyagi prefectures, it ordered
photographers to take fewer photographs due to a lack of places because of high amounts of taking
them.

4. The Shimane prefectural government had made a display of preferentially adopting modern facili-
ties to make up for traffic difficulties during visits by considering the relationship between the
shooting locations in its photo album and the routes of the royal visit in 1907.

Key words: “Photo Album by the Shimane Prefectural Government”,
prefectural administrative photo album, administrative document,
royal visit around San’in region, “Kozan Kyosui” engraving book





